	





		[image: image2]
	[image: image3]

	



		
	[image: image5.png]


[image: image6]
 





 HYPERLINK "http://chapters.socialworkers.org/logout.asp" 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "Gov't%20Relations%20Report_files/logout.gif" \* MERGEFORMAT \d 





	

	
	 

< Return to Bridge Table of Contents
 

 

The Bridge - Fall 2011
Government Relations Update

Congressional Social Work Caucus
The Congressional Social Work Caucus (CSWC) continues to grow and has surpassed the original goal of 50 members, as we just reached 55 members, including two Republicans, Rep. Platts (PA) and Rep. Issa (CA). We are contacting NASW members in a variety of ways asking them to encourage their Members of Congress to join the CSWC. 
 A CSWC event was held in Brooklyn, New York on September 16, 2011 and focused on “The Future of New York City’s Children and Youth.”

This half-day symposium assessed current resources and systems devoted to children and youth in New York City in the areas of education and services for at-risk children and youth. Panelists, composed of social workers, government leaders, educators, and experts in child welfare and youth development discussed current policies, programs and funding levels and offered policy recommendations. Moderators included Dr. Jane Waldfogel, Professor of Social Work and Public Affairs at Columbia University, Dr. Mary McCarthy, Director of the Social Work Education Consortium and Assistant Dean for School Advancement at the School of Social Welfare at the University at Albany, and Dr. Joan Levy Zlotnik, Director of the Social Work Policy Institute. 

House and Senate Pass Debt Ceiling Legislation
Immediately before the August recess, Congress dealt with the contentious issue of increasing the debt ceiling.  Although a deal was struck, Members of both chambers left Washington focused on exactly how they will cut spending when they return after Labor Day.  All eyes are on the pending “super committee” that will actually make the decisions.
Here are the details as reported by the National Women’s Law Center.

· The deal would cut discretionary programs by nearly $1 trillion over 10 years, and more than half from non-defense discretionary programs: Programs such as Head Start, K-12 education, Title X family planning, job training, domestic violence prevention, meals-on-wheels and other services for vulnerable people will be cut by hundreds of billions of dollars. All this, without touching a penny of the tax breaks enjoyed by millionaires and corporations.

· A new congressional committee: In addition to the nearly $1 trillion in cuts to defense and non-defense programs over the next ten years, the deal created a new congressional committee to propose an additional $1.5 trillion in deficit reduction by this November. That committee has the authority to consider cuts to all spending programs, including Medicare, Medicaid, Social Security and Food Stamps, and revenue increases to help reduce the deficit.

· Triggers: The congressional committee's recommendations will be put to a vote in Congress by the end of this year; if Congress fails to enact sufficient reductions, automatic spending cuts would take effect beginning in 2013. While the automatic cuts would exempt a number of key safety-net programs, including Social Security, Medicaid, and SNAP (food stamps), discretionary programs for vulnerable people would be subject to additional, devastating cuts. But tax subsidies and tax breaks for millionaires and corporations would not be touched by these automatic cuts.1

Twelve members comprise the super committee, six from the House and six from the Senate, divided equally among the parties.  The makeup of this super committee is essential to exactly which programs, both military and domestic, will receive up to $1.5 trillion in cuts.  NASW will follow the negotiations, which could go on as long as November 23.  It is possible that the very nature of entitlement programs could be reworked, along with large portions of the U.S. Tax Code.  
Here are the six Republicans chosen, followed by their voting record from NASW’s 2009-2010 legislative scorecard : Reps. Jeb Hensarling (R-TX, 10%), Dave Camp (R-MI, 10%) and Fred Upton (R-MI, 30%); Sens. Jon Kyl (R-AZ, 0%), Pat Toomey (R-PA, Not in Congress in 2009-2010) and Rob Portman (R-OH, Not in Congress 2009-2010).  

Among the Democrats, House Minority Leader Pelosi selected Rep. James Clyburn (SC-6), Xavier Beccera (CA-31), and Rep. Chris Van Hollen (MD-8), all of whom voted 100% on NASW’s issues throughout 2009-2010.  Senate Majority Leader Reid has tapped Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA, 100%), Sen. John Kerry (D-MA, 100%), and Sen. Max Baucus (D-MT, 83%).

Entmacher, J. (August 1, 2011). A Painful and Unfair Price Exacted in the Debt Ceiling Deal. National Women’s Law Center e-mail alert.

Congress Releases Bill to Reauthorize the Safe and Stable Families Program
NASW supports legislation that has been introduced in the House of Representatives to reauthorize the Promoting Safe and Stable Families program.  The bill, H.R.2790, the Child and Family Services Extension and Enhancement Act, introduced by Representatives Geoff Davis (R-KY), chair of the House Ways and Means Subcommittee on Human Resources, and Lloyd Doggett (D-TX), the ranking Democrat on the subcommittee, would extend funding for Title IV-B (1) Child Welfare Services at the currently authorized level of $325 million through 2016.  The program is funded in 2011 at $281.181 million.  Authority for Title IV-B(2) Promoting Safe and Stable Families would continue through 2016 as well at a slightly reduced level of $325 million from the current authorized level of $345 million.  Current funding for Promoting Safe and Stable Families includes $365 million in mandatory funds and $63,184,378 in discretionary appropriations.  The discretionary funding provides support for the court improvement program grants as well as funds to the states for improved foster care caseworker visits (a provision that NASW fought for many years), and the competitive discretionary regional partnership grants for working with families impacted by methamphetamine and other substance abuse.  The bill sets funding at $20 million for the court improvement program ($10 million below the current authorized level), $20 million for monthly caseworker visits, and $20 million for discretionary grants – all through 2016.
The House bill proposes to modify Title IV-B(1) child welfare services to address: 

· attention to the emotional trauma associated with a child’s maltreatment and removal from home

· protocols for use of psychotropic medications

· developmental needs of young children

· improvements in caseworker visits to children in foster care

· recruitment and support for foster parents, adoptive parents and kin guardians. 

NASW submitted testimony recently to advise Congress on the urgent need to reauthorize the Promoting Safe and Stable Families. To review it click here http://www.socialworkers.org/advocacy/issues/child%20welfare/ways%20and%20means%20cw.pdf
 

 

 

 

 



	 


